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Governments of the right to make war and peace.    Philosophers and  historians   have   argued that it was  owing to the ambitions of kings and the intrigues of courtiers that peace-loving nations had had to go to war against their will.   This is the burden of the battle-song of the Internationale ; and it has been thought that with the coming of an era in which war should depend on the people's will, peace  would  prevail  throughout   the   world.    But   what answer is given by events ?    If Turkey has lost Tripoli it is because  the  warlike   enthusiasm  of  a  new  nationalistic Italy has forced the hand of her Government.   It was the warlike temper of Bulgarian, Servian, Greek and Montenegrin public opinion, not the bellicose spirit of the Balkan Governments, that mobilized the  Balkan peoples against Turkey in the autumn of 1912.    In Germany, not merely the Opposition, but the Press have constantly reproached the Government for its pusillanimity.    That public opinion upon which M. Jaures counts to " control/' to temper, the action of the international bankers, cannot  even  " control" itself. The steadying influence of la haute finance, of finance in general, is  certainly  all that it is represented to be; but such  peaceful influence as  it exerts is exercised, in our time, almost solely upon Governments.     In presence of the rise of a sudden gust of chauvinistic passion, Governments will be forced into line at the head of the self-maddened mob, and the philosophers in the van will have to advance with the rest.1
1 No crescendo of conventional votes, leading up to an ultimatum in accordance with the rules of the game of war, as prepared by the Professors of International Law, warned the world that Japan intended to open hostilities against Russia, or that Italy intended to take Tripoli. None will temper the force of the shock when Germany decides to fall upon Nan9y. As M. Rene Pinon says (Revue des Deux Mondes, June i, 1912, pp. 619, 620) : " The only premonitory indication of war, in our Democratic epoch, is the temper of public opinion. When a nation's pulse beats at the fever cadence, when its blood is boiling and the whole organism shivers and trembles, the danger